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How the 2026 planning ranges were built

Market scan. Public 2025-2026 Ontario and GTA guides were compared across local manufacturers, installers
and a national home-improvement retailer. Published ranges differ because their products, project sizes and
inclusions differ. [1-8]

Normalization. GlassQuote planning ranges are shown before 13% HST and usually assume a five-or-more
opening project, white vinyl, double-pane Low-E/argon, like-for-like opening size, ordinary removal, basic air
sealing and routine access. [9]

Use. Start with the closest style range, then adjust for size, quantity, frame, glazing, installation method and
access. Do not add every high-end adjustment automatically; contractors price these variables differently.
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01 - QUICK START

Quick Budget in Five Steps

A preliminary budget is useful only when the assumptions are written beside the number. This sequence
prevents a low base price from hiding a high final scope.

1 COUNT EACH ROUGH OPENING
A bay or bow assembly is normally one opening but several manufactured units. List it separately
from ordinary windows.

2 CHOOSE THE CLOSEST STYLE RANGE
Use pages 4-5. Fixed and slider windows usually begin lower; operable, specialty and projecting
units usually begin higher.

3 ADJUST FOR SIZE AND OPTIONS
Use approximate width x height, glazing, frame colour/material, grids, safety glass and operating
hardware.

4 IDENTIFY INSTALLATION SCOPE
Insert-style replacement and full-frame replacement are not the same product-and-labour scope.
Opening changes are a separate renovation.

5 ADD ACCESS, TAX AND CONTINGENCY
Upper floors, difficult staging, damaged openings and interior finishing can shift the final number.
Add 13% HST to taxable Ontario work. [9]

-> KEY TAKEAWAY

A useful first-pass reserve is not a universal percentage. Instead, list the specific unknowns: rot, brick or sill
repairs, interior casing, blinds, equipment, parking, condominium requirements and electrical or alarm work.
Price each unknown separately when the contractor inspects.
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02 - PRICING

2026 Toronto & GTA Market Snapshot

Published 2026 GTA guides commonly place ordinary installed windows somewhere within a broad
$400-$2,000+ band per opening, while whole-home projects often land in the five-figure range. The spread
is real because the scope is rarely identical. [1-8]

STANDARD VINYL WINDOW

$650-$1,600
Typical fixed, slider, hung, casement or awning
opening in a multi-window project.

LARGE / PREMIUM WINDOW

$1,500-$3,500+
Large combinations, premium materials, custom
colour, upgraded glass or demanding installation.

BAY / BOW ASSEMBLY

$3,000-$7,500+
Projecting assembly, several units, support and
finishing. Structural repairs can move it higher.

FULL-HOME PROJECT

$10,000-$25,000+
Common planning zone for roughly 10-15 mixed
openings; product and scope can move well
outside it. [2][4][7]

What a published “installed price” may include

Cost element Often included Often separate or unclear

Custom window unit Yes Premium colour, specialty glass, upgraded
hardware

Removal + basic air seal Often Hazardous materials, wall repairs or water
damage

Interior / exterior trim Varies Painting, stain matching, custom woodwork

Access / equipment Routine access Scaffold, lift, traffic control, condo logistics

Tax Usually excluded 13% HST in Ontario [9]

BUYER WARNING

The lowest per-window advertisement is usually not the right starting point for a custom Toronto
replacement project. Ask what quantity, size, style, glazing, installation method and finishing assumptions
produced the number.
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03 - STYLES

Prices by Window Style

These are GlassQuote.ca 2026 planning ranges for common residential vinyl windows, professionally
installed, before HST, under the standard assumptions on page 1. They synthesize the overlap in public
Toronto/GTA pricing evidence. [1-8]

Window style Typical installed planning range Why price moves

Fixed / picture $550-$1,100 No operating hardware; large glass and handling can still
raise cost.

Single or double
slider $650-$1,250 Tracks, removable sashes, one or two operable panels.

Single or double hung $700-$1,400 Balances, locks and tilt hardware add parts and
assembly.

Casement $800-$1,600 Crank, hinges, locking points and tighter operating
tolerances.

Awning $800-$1,600 Similar hardware complexity to casement; size and reach
matter.

Basement slider /
hopper $600-$1,300 Small units may face concrete, wells, egress or moisture

constraints.

Relative position inside the range
Fixed $550-$1,100

Slider $650-$1,250

Hung $700-$1,400

Casement $800-$1,600

Awning $800-$1,600

TECHNICAL NOTE

Style is not a fixed price. A small casement may cost less than a very large picture window. Use style first,
then size and installation scope.
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04 - SPECIALTY

Specialty & Combination Windows

Specialty windows are priced as assemblies, not as a simple average per opening. The number of lites,
structural support, shape, finish and installation sequence matter.

Large picture window

$1,200-$3,000+
A 4 ft x 5 ft picture window is often cited around
$1,200-$2,000 installed; larger custom units can
go well above. [10]

Tilt-and-turn

$1,200-$2,600+
Dual-operation hardware, heavier sash
construction and premium frame systems raise
the unit cost. [1][2][6]

Bay or bow

$3,000-$7,500+
Multiple units project from the wall; support, roof
or cap, insulation and interior seat finishing can
dominate. [2][4][5][7]

Geometric / shaped

$1,200-$4,500+
Arches, circles, trapezoids and custom patterns
need special manufacturing and often fixed
glazing. [6]

Mulled combination

$1,600-$4,500+
Two or more windows joined into one assembly.
Structural mullions and handling can change the
design.

Egress / opening change

Quote-specific
A compliant bedroom escape opening, concrete
cut or enlarged rough opening is a renovation
scope, not merely a window upgrade. Confirm
code and permit requirements locally. [11][12]

QUESTIONS TO ASK

Do not compare a bay or bow quote only by the opening count. Ask for the number and type of units,
support, exterior cap or roof, insulation, interior seat, trim, disposal and any structural repair as separate
lines.

GlassQuote.ca Window Replacement Cost Guide: Toronto & GTA 2026 5



05 - SIZE

How Size Changes the Price

Manufacturers price more than square footage. A wider operable sash needs stronger hardware; oversized
glass changes handling and safety requirements; a combination assembly adds framing and mullions.

SMALL

0.8x-1.0x
Up to about 6 sq. ft.

Basement units, small
bathrooms, narrow fixed
windows

MEDIUM

1.0x baseline
About 6-12 sq. ft.

Common bedrooms,
kitchens and living-room
units

LARGE

1.2x-1.7x
About 12-20 sq. ft.

Large pictures, wide
sliders and multi-lite
units

OVERSIZE / COMBO

1.5x-2.5x+
Above about 20 sq. ft. or mulled

Special glass, handling,
reinforcement and
staging

Example: three openings with the same style but different size

Approx. opening Area Starting style band Size-adjusted planning band

24 x 36 in 6 sq. ft. $800-$1,600 casement $700-$1,400

36 x 48 in 12 sq. ft. $800-$1,600 casement $800-$1,600

48 x 60 in 20 sq. ft. $800-$1,600 casement $1,100-$2,400+

Record approximate size for budgeting

WIDTH: inside trim to inside trim H
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BUYER WARNING

Approximate homeowner measurements are suitable for
budgeting and photo review. Final manufacturing
dimensions should be confirmed by the supplier or
installer responsible for ordering.

-> KEY TAKEAWAY

For preliminary pricing, report each opening separately.
Do not average different widths and heights across
several windows.
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06 - QUANTITY

Quantity, Mobilization & Project Size

The first opening carries a disproportionate share of travel, sales, measuring, delivery, setup and cleanup.
Larger projects can spread those costs, but discounts are not automatic.

Typical per-opening behaviour

1-2 3-5 6-10 11-15 16+
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Number of openings in one mobilization

1-2 openings
HIGHEST PER-OPENING PRESSURE

Minimum charges, delivery and crew setup are
concentrated. A repair or glass-only option may
deserve comparison.

3-5 openings
SMALL PROJECT

Enough quantity for a normal custom order, but
discounts may remain limited.

6-10 openings
CORE PROJECT

Production, delivery and installation are easier to
batch. Some local contractors advertise multi-window
savings. [4]

11-15 openings
WHOLE-HOME ZONE

Per-opening economics may improve, while large-unit
and full-frame work can offset the savings.

QUESTIONS TO ASK

Ask the contractor to show the project total and the per-opening average, but do not force every opening to
the same average. Large or specialty windows should remain separate line items.
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07 - MATERIALS

Frame Materials Compared

Frame material changes the manufacturing system, finish, structural capacity, maintenance and often the
contractor network. Use the index below to understand relative position - not as a guaranteed multiplier.

Vinyl / uPVC

1.0x baseline
Lowest common installed price; low maintenance;
wide local supply. Quality still varies by profile,
reinforcement and hardware.

Fibreglass / composite

1.2x-1.7x
Stronger, dimensionally stable and paintable
systems often sit above ordinary vinyl. Published
guides commonly place them in a premium tier.
[1][3]

Thermally broken aluminum

1.3x-2.2x
Slim profiles and strength for large openings;
residential systems require an effective thermal
break and careful condensation review.

Wood or clad wood

1.6x-2.7x
Premium interior appearance and custom work;
higher product, finishing and maintenance costs.
Public guides often cite $1,200-$2,500+ per
window. [1][3][7]

Price questions that matter more than the material label

Exact product line and frame depth Reinforcement in large or coloured units

Exterior and interior colour system Hardware brand and replacement availability

Whole-window energy rating, not glass-only
claims

Who warrants the finish and installation

BUYER WARNING

A low-priced “fibreglass” or “wood” quote is not automatically comparable to another frame family. Ask for
the manufacturer, series, frame section, finish, glass package and installation scope in writing.

GlassQuote.ca Window Replacement Cost Guide: Toronto & GTA 2026 8



08 - GLAZING

Glazing Packages & Upgrades

In Toronto, double-pane Low-E/argon is commonly the baseline. Triple pane, specialty coatings, safety
glass, laminated glass, privacy glass and decorative grids can change both price and performance.

Glazing choice Typical pricing effect Budget note

Double pane, Low-E / argon Baseline Confirm it is included and identify the actual
whole-window rating.

Triple pane +$150-$400 or about 10-25% Local and national guides publish similar upgrade
bands. [2][4][8][13]

Additional Low-E /
solar-control coating Low to moderate Orientation and SHGC matter; “more coatings” is not

universally better. [14][15]

Tempered safety glass Moderate May be required by location; final safety
determination requires local review.

Laminated / acoustic glass Moderate to high Useful for security or noise goals; compare glass
build-up, not the word “soundproof.”

Obscure / decorative glass Low to moderate Pattern, privacy level and safety construction affect
price.

Grilles / divided-lite
appearance Low to high Between-glass grilles cost less than true or

simulated divided-lite systems.

Double vs triple pane: what you are buying

DOUBLE PANE

More panes = more weight
and another sealed cavity.
Compare U-factor / ER label.

TRIPLE PANE

More panes = more weight
and another sealed cavity.
Compare U-factor / ER label.

TECHNICAL NOTE

ENERGY STAR Canada certification is based on tested whole-product performance. Canadian ratings use CSA
A440.2; the label may show U-factor and Energy Rating. Lower U-factor means lower heat transfer.
[14][15][16]
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09 - INSTALLATION

Installation Method: Insert vs Full-Frame

Installation method changes what is removed, what hidden conditions can be seen, how much glass area
remains, and what finishing is required. It is one of the largest scope differences in a quote.

INSERT-STYLE REPLACEMENT

SCOPE

New unit fits inside a retained,
sound frame.

ADVANTAGE

Less demolition and finish work.

LIMIT

Does not correct concealed rot or
failed flashing.

Cost position: Baseline to +$300
per opening.

FULL-FRAME REPLACEMENT

SCOPE

Old frame is removed to the rough
opening.

ADVANTAGE

Renews the opening, insulation,
flashing and trim.
LIMIT

More labour, debris and finish
work.

Cost position: Often +$300-$900+
per opening.

OPENING CHANGE / STRUCTURAL
WORK

SCOPE

Opening is resized, moved or
structurally altered.

ADVANTAGE

Changes layout, egress or design.

LIMIT

May need permits, design and
masonry/header work.

Cost position: Separately scoped
renovation.

What to request in writing

Item Insert-style Full-frame / opening change

Existing frame retained? Identify exactly what remains Identify demolition limits

Water management Explain exterior seal and drainage Explain flashing and wall integration

Air seal Material and location Continuity to the wall air barrier

Interior finish Casing/returns included? New jamb, casing, drywall, paint?

Exterior finish Capping/brickmould included? Cladding, masonry and sill repair?

BUYER WARNING
Toronto generally does not require a building permit for like-for-like window replacement when the location
and size do not change and structural support is not altered. New or enlarged openings require local
confirmation and may need a permit. [11][12]
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10 - ACCESS

Access, Site Conditions & Hidden Work

A window can be ordinary in the factory and expensive at the house. Labour planning changes when the
crew cannot stage safely, protect finishes, move the unit or reach the opening normally.

GROUND FLOOR, CLEAR ACCESS

Baseline
Normal ladder or interior access, parking and material
movement.

SECOND FLOOR / STEEP GRADE

+$100-$400 per opening
Longer setup, fall protection, ladder movement and
heavier handling.

LIFT / SCAFFOLD / SPECIAL EQUIPMENT

+$500-$2,000+ per project
Public GTA guides cite equipment as a major
project-level add-on. [1]

CONDO / HIGH-RISE

Quote-specific
Elevator bookings, protection, loading dock,
management rules, working hours and exterior-access
restrictions.

BRICK, STONE OR DEEP WALL

+$150-$600+ per opening
Masonry, deep jambs, capping, sills and irregular
openings add time and materials.

ROT / WATER DAMAGE

+$100-$1,000+ per opening
Small repairs may be limited; widespread damage can
become a building-envelope or structural repair. [1]

LEAD PAINT / HAZARDOUS MATERIAL

Quote-specific
Testing, containment and disposal requirements can
change the work plan.

BLINDS, ALARMS, WIRES, HVAC

Low to high
Removal/reinstallation is often excluded unless written
into the contract.

QUESTIONS TO ASK

Ask the estimator to photograph every difficult-access opening and show whether equipment is priced per
opening, per day or per project. Vague “access extra if required” wording should be replaced with a defined
allowance or unit rate.
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11 - COST STACK

How the Final Price Is Built

A transparent quote separates the manufactured window from the labour and site work. This makes it
easier to compare contractors and control changes after demolition begins.

Illustrative $12,000 project

$12,000 before HST

Window units $6,600

Installation labour $2,600

Trim / finishing $1,200

Removal / disposal $600

Access / contingency $1,000

Line items to request

Product Manufacturer, series, style, size, colour
and glass package

Installation Insert/full-frame, fastening, shimming, air
seal and water management

Finishes Interior casing/jamb, exterior
brickmould/capping, caulking and paint

Existing work Removal, disposal, blinds, alarms, screens
and furniture protection

Allowances Rot repair, masonry, lift/scaffold, parking,
permit and condominium fees

Commercial
terms

HST, deposit, progress payments,
change-order rates and warranty

From pre-tax quote to cash requirement

Contract price before HST $12,000

Ontario HST at 13% [9] $1,560

Total contract price $13,560

Less confirmed current rebate, if eligible Do not subtract until approved
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12 - EXAMPLE

Sample Project A: Six-Window Townhouse

This example shows how a modest project changes when triple pane and one difficult opening are added. It
is not a quote.

Toronto townhouse - normal interior access

Opening group Qty Planning range

Medium casement 2 $1,700-$2,800

Medium sliders 2 $1,300-$2,200

Small fixed / bathroom 2 $1,100-$1,900

Base six-window project $4,100-$6,900

Scope adjustments

Adjustment Planning effect

Triple pane on all 6 +$900-$2,400

Black exterior on front 3 +$450-$1,200

One steep-grade second-floor opening +$150-$450

Final pre-tax planning range $5,600-$10,950

With 13% HST $6,328-$12,374

-> KEY TAKEAWAY

The range is intentionally wide because colour premiums, triple-pane pricing and access charges vary. A
written quote should collapse this uncertainty by naming the product line, colour finish, glass package and
access allowance.

Moves the project higher: full-frame replacement, rot, custom interior trim, shaped openings, specialty
privacy glass, lift/scaffold, parking restrictions or a one-window-at-a-time schedule.
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13 - EXAMPLE

Sample Project B: Twelve-Window
Detached
Home

A mixed whole-home project can achieve better mobilization economics while still carrying several high-cost
openings.

6 CASEMENTS

$5,100-$9,600
Medium, white vinyl

3 FIXED

$1,650-$3,300
Two medium, one large

2 AWNINGS

$1,600-$3,200
Kitchen and bath

1 LARGE COMBO

$1,800-$4,000
Fixed centre + operable
sides

Project build-up

Cost layer Low High Assumption

Base mixed-window project $10,150 $20,100 Standard installed scope

Full-frame work on 4
openings $1,200 $3,600 New jamb/casing and opening integration

Triple pane on 8 openings $1,200 $3,200 Published local upgrade range [4][8]

Exterior colour on street
elevation $600 $1,800 Five visible openings

Access / repair allowance $500 $2,000 Second floor and minor repairs

Pre-tax planning total $13,650 $30,700 Before final measure and quote

Total with 13% HST $15,425 $34,691 Ontario rate [9]

TECHNICAL NOTE

Published whole-home figures such as $10,000-$25,000 usually assume a mix of ordinary vinyl openings.
This example moves higher because four openings are full-frame, eight are triple pane, and one is a large
combination. [2][4][7]

Comparison rule: even when a contractor uses an average price per window, the large combination and
full-frame openings should remain separate line items because they can distort the average by thousands.
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14 - EXAMPLE

Sample Project C: Older Toronto Home

Older homes can combine premium products with deep walls, irregular openings, wood trim, masonry and
concealed water damage. The installation scope matters as much as the window.

Scenario
Eight openings: four clad-wood casements, two clad-wood fixed windows, one projecting bay
assembly and one small vinyl basement window. The main-floor openings receive full-frame
replacement with new stained interior casing. Access is from a narrow side yard.

Preliminary cost model

Component Planning range

4 clad-wood casements $6,400-$11,200

2 clad-wood fixed windows $2,800-$4,800

1 bay assembly $4,500-$8,000

1 basement vinyl window $650-$1,200

Full-frame / custom trim allowance $2,500-$6,000

Masonry, access and repair allowance $1,000-$4,000

Pre-tax planning total $17,850-$35,200

With 13% HST $20,171-$39,776

QUESTIONS TO ASK

Confirm whether the old frames, weights, cavities
and exterior trim are removed. “Full-frame”
wording alone may not define the demolition
limit.

BUYER WARNING

If rot, lintel damage or structural movement is
found, stop treating the work as a window
allowance. Obtain a defined repair scope from a
qualified professional.

TECHNICAL NOTE Verify heritage, condominium, property-line, neighbour-access and permit rules for the
address. Toronto distinguishes like-for-like replacement from new or enlarged openings.
[11][12]
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15 - QUOTES

Quote Comparison & Budget Worksheet

Price comparison works only when the product and installation scope are written in the same order. Use this
page before signing and keep a copy with the contract.

Minimum quote information

Manufacturer and product line

Style and quantity by opening

Approximate or final size by opening

Frame material, colour and reinforcement

Double/triple pane and exact Low-E package

Safety, laminated, obscure or decorative glass

Insert, full-frame or opening-change method

Air seal, flashing and water-management details

Interior and exterior trim/paint inclusions

Removal, disposal, access and equipment

Tax, payment schedule and change-order rates

Product and labour warranty responsibility

Three-quote comparison

Criterion A B C

Pre-tax total

HST included?

Product / series

Glass package

Install method

Trim included

Access allowance

Repair allowance

Labour warranty

Written exclusions

PRELIMINARY PROJECT BUDGET

Base windows
$

Frame / colour upgrades
$

Glazing upgrades
$

Full-frame / trim
$

Access / equipment
$

Repair allowance
$

Pre-tax total
$

HST
$

Total cash requirement
$
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16 - REFERENCE

Taxes, Permits, Rebates & Next Steps

Treat programs and approvals as separate checks. They can reduce net cost or change the work sequence,
but they should not replace a complete contractor quote.

ONTARIO HST

13%
Ontario taxable supplies are generally charged at
13% HST. Confirm whether every quote is before
or after tax. [9]

TORONTO PERMIT

Scope-dependent
Like-for-like replacement without size/location or
structural change is generally exempt; new or
enlarged openings require local confirmation.
[11][12]

HOME RENOVATION SAVINGS

$100 / rough opening
The Ontario program currently advertises $100
back per qualifying window or door rough
opening. Eligibility, product and application rules
can change. Verify before ordering. [17]

GREENER HOMES GRANT

Closed
The federal Canada Greener Homes Grant is
closed to new applications; do not rely on
outdated contractor pages that still advertise it.
[18]

Get a project-specific preliminary range
Use the GlassQuote.ca estimator to describe the style, quantity,
approximate measurements, glazing, access and urgency. The online range
is for budgeting and quote preparation; final manufacturing dimensions and
installation scope still require professional confirmation.

glassquote.ca/#quote

Before requesting a quote

Photograph every opening inside and outside.
Record approximate width x height and floor level.
Mark any fog, rot, leaks, damaged trim or difficult access.
Decide which openings need ventilation, privacy, noise control or safety review.
Ask every contractor to price the same written scope.
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[19] Fenestration Canada

Installer certification and CSA A440.4 installation practices.

[20] Natural Resources Canada

Window-upgrade technical guidance; updated Jan. 14, 2025.

GQ GlassQuote .ca

About GlassQuote.ca

GlassQuote.ca is a Toronto and GTA online estimator and homeowner
education publisher. It helps people organize project details, understand
pricing variables and prepare for contractor quotes. Online ranges remain
preliminary and do not replace final measurements, local review or a written
installation contract.
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https://eurostarwindows.ca/blog/window-replacement-cost-toronto-guide/
https://windowforce.ca/advice/window-replacement-cost-toronto-guide/
https://www.delcowindows.com/blog/how-much-window-replacement-cost-toronto
https://optimawindowsdoors.ca/window-cost-calculator/
https://panoramawindows.ca/blog/window-replacement-cost/
https://www.delcowindows.com/windows-all
https://www.homedepot.ca/en/home/ideas-how-to/windows-doors/window-replacement-cost.html
https://www.magicwindow.ca/blog/window-replacement-cost-in-canada-2025
https://www.canada.ca/en/revenue-agency/services/tax/businesses/topics/gst-hst-businesses/charge-collect-which-rate.html
https://everestwindows.ca/knowledgebase/window-and-door-replacement-and-installation-in-toronto/large-picture-window-installation-cost-in-toronto-ontario/
https://www.toronto.ca/services-payments/building-construction/building-permit/before-you-apply-for-a-building-permit/when-do-i-need-a-building-permit/
https://www.toronto.ca/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/9273-Building-Permit-Guide-WEB.pdf
https://windowforce.ca/advice/double-vs-triple-pane-windows/
https://natural-resources.canada.ca/energy-efficiency/product-energy-ratings/ratings-certification
https://natural-resources.canada.ca/energy-efficiency/windows-doors-skylights-energy-star-canada-technical-specification
https://natural-resources.canada.ca/energy-efficiency/energy-star/sample-labels-windows-doors-skylights
https://www.saveonenergy.ca/homerenovationsavings
https://natural-resources.canada.ca/energy-efficiency/home-energy-efficiency/canada-greener-homes-initiative/closed-greener-homes-grant-ontario
https://www.fenestrationcanada.ca/fcc
https://natural-resources.canada.ca/energy-efficiency/home-energy-efficiency/keeping-heat-section-8-upgrading-windows-exterior-doors
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